
As the Christmas 
season approaches, 
we are reminded of 
the many accom-
plishments and mo-
ments of growth that 
have shaped our 
school community. 
The past several 
months have been 
filled with purposeful 
learning, steady pro-
gress, and experi-
ences that reflect the 
strong ñcan-doò spirit 
of Dent-Phelps R-III. 

Each day, our stu-
dents demonstrate 
curiosity, kindness, 
and perseverance. 
Classrooms are filled 
with engaging in-
struction, collabora-
tion, and meaningful 
student dialogue, 
while our hallways 
reflect a culture of 
respect and belong-
ing. These daily mo-
ments affirm that our 
students are growing 
not only academical-
ly, but also socially 
and emotionally. 

We are grateful for 
the dedication of our 
teachers and staff, 
whose commitment 
and care help create 
a safe, supportive, 
and engaging learn-
ing environment for 
all students. They 
consistently seek op-
portunities for profes-
sional growth, model 
lifelong learning, and 
maintain high expec-
tations for them-
selves and their stu-
dents. Their unwa-
vering focus on help-
ing every child reach 
their full potential is 
at the heart of our 
schoolôs success. 

Our school communi-
ty is further strength-
ened by the support 
of our families. Your 
partnership and in-
volvement play a vital 
role in student suc-
cess and help rein-
force the important 
connection between 
home and school. 
We truly believe we 

are better together, 
and we welcome 
your feedback and 
suggestions as we 
continue to grow. 
Please know that we 
are always just a 
phone call, email, or 
visit away. 

As you prepare for 
the Christmas break, 
we wish you time to 
rest, reflect, and en-
joy meaningful mo-
ments with family 
and friends. We look 
forward to the new 
year with renewed 
energy and excite-
ment for the contin-
ued learning and 
growth ahead. Letôs 
ring in 2026 The 
Bobcat Way! 

~Your Dent-Phelps 
Admin Team 
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titions in the Robot Game by pro-
gramming the robot to complete 
tasks with each structure or object 
on the table. Each team has two 
and a half minutes to complete as 
many tasks as they can. Each task 
is worth points. The harder the task 
is, the more points they are worth. 
At competition they will compete 
against other teams at the tables. 
This part of the Robots allows stu-
dents to explore building and cod-
ing skills. 
 
The team earns points when they 
present their robot design to the 
judges. A teamôs robot design and 
coding should reflect a creative and 
effective way to complete tasks on 
the field mat. Their explanation in-
cludes changes they may have 
needed to make during their trial 
error phase of coding.  
 
While presenting to the judges, they 
also explain their innovative project. 
The innovative projects are a chal-
lenge to research a subject, identify 

a problem of that subject and create 
a solution. Dent-Phelps students 
researched archeology to identify 
problems in that field, find a prob-
lem and create a prototype of the 
solution. They will present all of 
their information and prototype to 
the judges to show what they have 
learned about archeology and to 
show their creative and problem 
solving skills. They must also ex-
plain to the judges the impact their 
prototype can have in helping ar-
cheologists around the world. 
 
Last, but not least, the team must 
present and demonstrate their core 
values to the judges in their presen-
tation, during the robot games, and 
while they are explaining to other 
students, parents, and coaches dur-
ing down. In between presentations 
and robot games students display 
their information and projects for 
everyone to view and ask ques-
tions. Their core values should re-
flect discovery, innovation, impact, 
inclusion, teamwork, and fun. 

The Dent-Phelps R-III Robotics 
Team is part of the FIRST Lego 
League. FIRST stands for 
ñInspiration and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology.ò The FIRST 
Lego League combines Lego bricks 
and technology to inspire STEM 
projects for students all over the 
world.  There are around 300 teams 
in Missouri and over 35,000 teams 
around the globe.  Each team can 
have up to ten students. There is 
one robot for the entire team. Each 
year the FIRST Lego league intro-
duces a new challenge to their 
teams. This year the challenge is 
Archeology. The team builds struc-
tures that are attached to a special-
ized FIRST Lego table and a field 
mat that is designed to match each 
year's challenge. The team works 
throughout the season to complete 
goals set for competition. The 
teams are judged in four areas: 
core values, innovation project, ro-
bot design, and the robot game. 

 
The team can gain points at compe-

Itôs December! Itôs officially win-

ter! Itôs almost Christmas! The 

year is almosté.over?! Weôre 

winding down 2025, and what a 

year it has been. Whew!  As 

busy as the holiday season is, I 

feel like this last month of the 

year just flies by in a blur of red, 

white and green. December 

brings rosy cheeks and spar-

kling eyes under fuzzy warm 

hats, cold hands and warm 

hearts. It brings some snow here 

and there, but *hopefully* just 

enough... not too much! 

December brings Christmas 

break from school with warm 

cozy sleep-in mornings that lead 

right up to Christmas itself and 

beyond, a time of rest and re-

set.  December brings Christ-

mas Eve and Christmas morn-

ing, time dedicated to family and 

giving. It brings holiday baking 

and good smells wafting through 

our homes. It brings sharing 

meals and quality time with our 

loved ones. It brings the joy and 

excitement of finding just the 

right gift for just the right person. 

December brings ñSANTAAAA!ò 

and the magic that swirls around 

the very idea of him. The sus-

pense and surprise, and the pur-

est glee at what he just *knew* 

the kids wanted most fills my 

heart year after year. 

December ends with a big blow 
out party, celebrating the year 
that weôve had, being thankful 
for the immeasurable blessings 
weôve been bestowed through 
the year past, and welcoming in 
a whole new one. 

Merry Christmas from PTO! 

Robotics Challenge - Archeology 
By Rana Hudson, Robotics Leader  

Itõs December and Officially Winter 
By Julia Fishbaugher, PTO Member  
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The temperatures have been 
dropping, and the cold winds are 
blowing across the land. Days 
are shorter, and there is not as 
much time for children to play 
outside after school or even on 
the weekends. Instead of putting 
in a movie your child has proba-
bly already watched (maybe 
many times) or using your 
phone for instant entertainment, 
surprise them by bringing out 
the books, board games, and 
puzzles! The cold months pro-
vide a great opportunity for your 
family to have some homemade 
entertainment.  
 
Children benefit greatly from 
reading with you. Make this a 
special time for you and your 
child to snuggle up and read a 
good book. Find some old favor-
ites, and take turns reading and 
talking about your favorite parts 
of the story. Bring out some new 
books (maybe even Christmas 
presents you havenôt gotten to 
yet). Then share your excite-
ment in exploring new stories 
that may 
become 
future fami-
ly favorites. 

 

Donôt forget the games! Depend-
ing on the ages of your children, 
you may be playing Chutes and 
Ladders, Monopoly, or Trivial 
Pursuit. Playing these board 
games is a great way to have a 
good time while also developing 
problem-solving and critical 
thinking skills. Checkers, Chess, 
and card games are designed to 
teach the players to think ahead 
and plan out thorough strategies 
in order to be successful.  

 
And my favorite activity for when 
the cold comes, puzzles. Puz-
zles are a fantastic way to devel-
op patience and how to figure 
out strategies that work for you. 
Plus, itôs also easy to set up a 
puzzle table and get a puzzle 
started that anyone at home can 
work on for a couple of minutes 
here and there or a few hours. 
Or spending an afternoon with 
the family putting together a 

puzzle. Of course, putting chal-
lenging puzzles together with my 
children created many priceless 
moments making this one favor-
ite. The confidence that comes 
from doing something hard can 
do amazing things for any child. 

Along with these highly rated 
indoor activities, donôt forget to 
pop some popcorn, make some 
hot chocolate, and take a couple 
of pictures. Children will have a 
wonderful time learning with you 
and always have those memo-
ries to cherish. Those memories 
may even be so special that 
they do the same in the years to 
come with their own family.  

In the end, you will be too busy 
having fun to worry about the 
weather outside. 

Pictured far left: 
Ms. Atkinson (5A) and Taylor Fulton 
 

Pictured left: 
Mr. Thompson (5B) & Regan Thompson 
 
Pictured right: 
Mrs. Rogers (7B) and Isaac Headrick 

 
Pictured far right: 
Mrs. Benowitz (8A) and Dylan Parker 

When the Cold Arrivesé 
By Mrs. Tammy Back, 1A Teacher  

Thank you to our wonderful A+ Tutors!  
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Science looks a little different at every grade levelðfrom our PK learners exploring with their senses to our 
older students conducting full lab investigationsðbut the purpose remains the same: to spark curiosity 
and help students understand the world around them. 
In our classroom, we are currently diving into our Ecosystems and Genes & Heredity units. Beyond the 
quizzes, projects, and hands-on investigations, science plays such an important role. Science education is 
not just memorizing facts or definitions; our biggest goal is to help students learn how to think, not simply 
what to think. 
Across PKï8, science builds essential skills that reach far beyond the science classroom: 

Critical Thinking: 
Students learn to ask thoughtful questionsðñWhy did that happen?ò  

Resilience: 
When a block tower falls, a seed doesnôt sprout, or a lab experiment doesnôt work the first 
time, students learn that mistakes arenôt failuresðtheyôre opportunities to try again with new 
information. 

Problem-Solving & Data Literacy: 
Students observe, collect information, look for patterns, and make evidence-based deci-
sionsðskills theyôll use in every subject and in everyday life. 

No lab coat required! Things you can do as a family: 
Admit What You Donôt Know: 
If your child asks a tough question, itôs okay to say, ñIôm not sureðletôs find out together.ò 

Try Some Kitchen Chemistry: 
Cooking and baking are great opportunities to explore cause and effect. Ask, ñWhy do you 
think this changes when it gets hot?ò 

Solve Problems Together: 
Whether a toy stops working or a door squeaks, invite your child to help troubleshoot. Ask-
ing ñWhat do you think is causing this?ò shows them what science looks like in everyday 
life. 

Science is everywhereðalive in everyday moments, big questions, and the small problems we solve at 
home. As we move through the school year, my hope is that students grow more confident, curious, and ea-
ger to explore the world around them. Thank you for supporting their learning and celebrating those won-
derful ñaha!ò moments. Together, we can help all our young scientists build skills theyôll use for a lifetime. 

 

Growing Young Scientists:  

How Science Shapes Your Childõs Future 
By Ms. Sandra Arthur, 7th/8th Science Teacher  
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First and Second Grade Students  

Enjoy Trees and Trains  
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Did you knowé 
 
Zero is the only number 
that canôt be repre-
sented in Roman Nu-
merals. The Romans 
had no symbol for 
nothing- zero came 
much later from India.  

 
A circle has infinite lines 
of symmetry. Any line 
passing through its 
center is a mirror line. 

 
Parallel lines have so 
much in commoné 
it's a shame they will 
never meet. 

 
A googol is insanely 
large. A googol = 1 
followed by 100 zeros. 
A googolplex = 1 fol-
lowed by a googol ze-
ros. Too big to write in 
the universe.  

 
The number zero has 
the easiest job- it 
shows up, does noth- 

 

ing, and still changes eve-
rything. 

 
9 is a magical number. 
Multiply any number by 
9, then add the digits, 
and you will always get 
9. Example: 9 x 67 
=603, 6+0+3=9. 

 
Zero is the ninja of all 
numbers. Itôs every-
whereé yet itôs noth-
ing.  

 
Pi is infinite and never 
repeats. It also con-
tains every possible 
finite sequence of 
numbers- your birth-
day, phone number, 
anything! 

 
Exponents are numbers 
that climb onto other 
numberôs shoulders 
to look taller. 

 
Decimals have a point. 
Fractions? They just 
cause division.  

 

Just like our fun math facts 
prove that numbers can have 
a sense of humor, the math 
we do in our classroom 
shows students that learning 
can be both meaningful and 
entertaining.  Whether weôre 
spotting patterns, tackling real
-world problems, or discover-
ing why fractions seem deter-
mined to cause drama, stu-
dents learn that math pops up 
everywhere, and sometimes 
in the funniest ways.  Those 
silly jokes help set the tone 
for a classroom where curios-
ity is encouraged, mistakes 
are just part of the plot twist, 
and every ñaha!ò moment 
feels like solving a mini mys-
tery.  By mixing laughter, cre-
ativity, and hands-on practice, 
we help students see that 
math isnôt something to fearé 
unless youôre a number about 
to be divided. 

connections in a text is growing 
stronger every day. 

Weôve now moved into Compare 
and Contrast, and students are ex-
cited to explore how characters, 
ideas, and events can be similar or 
different. Theyôre practicing with 
Venn diagrams, text evidence, and 

Our fourth graders have been work-
ing hard as they dive deeper into 
nonfiction and literature through the 
lens of Cause and Effect. Theyôve 
been identifying what happens in a 
text and uncovering the reasons 
behind those events, using clue 
words, graphic organizers, and 
close-reading strategies to guide 
their thinking. Their ability to explain 

discussion activities that help them 
look closely at details. Many stu-
dents are already noticing how 
these skills connect and help them 
better understand what they read. 

Iôm incredibly proud of their effort, 
engagement, and progress! 

Fun Facts About Math  
By Ms. Deanna Atkinson, 5th/6th Math Teacher  

Fourth Graders Strengthen Reading Skills  
By Mrs. Stevee Piatt, 4B Teacher  
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ings and four fundamental 
checkmates, with many varia-
tions, meaning with the differ-
ent variations there are thou-
sands of ways to checkmate 
an opponent. To a person just 
beginning chess, it can seem 
daunting to learn them all, but 
our students have risen to the 
occasion and have been 
growing their chess 
knowledge every week. This 
is evident in their success at 
every chess tournament. At 
the Dent-Phelps R-III Tourna-
ment on November 22, 2025, 
the elementary division took 
first place as a team and took 
three of the top five places. 
Our middle school division 
tied for first place as a team 
and took third, sixth, seventh, 
and eighth place out of sev-
enteen players. Way to go 
teams. Their win to lose ratio 
is improving at each tourna-
ment. I canôt wait to see their 
improvement at the end of the 
year! 
 
I want to thank all of the 
Chess Club parents who 
have been working with their 
child at home. This makes a 
vast difference in their growth 
of skills and it is evident when 
they play chess. It also shows 
them your support in their in-
terest and will one day be-
come fond memories of their 
childhood. Thank you so 
much for your support and for 
allowing me to share my love 
of chess with your child. 

Learning and playing chess 
can be fun and rewarding, but 
it also has many physical, so-
cial, and cognitive benefits. 
Learning and playing chess 
literally exercises your brain. 
It can improve problem solv-
ing, critical thinking, memory 
and recall, concentration and 
focus, creativity, strategic, 
and logical thinking. Socially, 
chess has been known to im-
prove a personôs patience, 
perseverance, sportsman-
ship, self-esteem, and confi-
dence. Most of all chess is a 
competitive social activity that 
brings people together with a 
shared interest. 
(healthline.com, chess.com, 
Educational psychology) 
    
With a new Chess instructor 
this year, it has been a 
change for the students. Mr. 
Stratton is a hard act to follow 
and we have different teach-
ing styles, but itôs not just 
about learning chess moves 
from an instructor, they must 
apply and understand the 
moves to improve their game. 
This means that part of their 
growth is how much time and 
effort they are spending to 
learn chess openings, tactics, 
moves, attacks, checkmates, 
and the general knowledge of 
how the game is played on 
their own. Just like anything 
we try to learn, whether it is 
academic, a sport, or just for 
fun the more we practice, the 
better we get. There are over 
three thousand chess open-

Chess Club Continues to Grow Valuable Skills  
By Mrs. Rana Hudson, Chess Club Leader  
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Did you know that the two best 
predictors of early reading suc-
cess are alphabet recognition 
and phonemic awareness? In 
fact, research shows that a lack 
of phonemic awareness is one of 
the strongest indicators of future 
reading difficulties. 
 
So, what is phonemic awareness, 
and how can you help your child 
develop it at home? 
 
What Is Phonemic Awareness? 
 
Phonemic awareness is the abil-
ity to hear, identify, and ma-
nipulate the individual sounds 
(called phonemes) in spoken 
words. Itôs an auditory skillð
children donôt need to see or 
read anything to practice it! 
At Dent-Phelps, our Kindergar-
ten through 2nd grade class-
rooms use the Heggerty Phone-
mic Awareness curriculum. 
This daily 15-minute program 
helps students strengthen their 
listening and sound awareness 
skillsðand best of all, no mate-
rials are needed! 
 

5 Fun and Easy Ways to Build 
Phonemic Awareness at Home 
 
These quick activities can fit into 
your everyday routineðtry them 
in the car, during bath time, on a 
walk, or while waiting in line! 
 

мΦ  Sing Songs and Nursery 
Rhymes Rhyming helps children 
recognize patterns in sounds. 
When reading or singing, em-
phasize the rhyming words to 
make those sounds stand out.       

нΦ  Play with Word Fami-
lies Pick a word like cat and ask 
your child to name other ñfamily 
membersò that rhymeðbat, sat, 
hat, mat, rat. This helps children 
hear how changing one sound 
can make a new word.              

оΦ  Try Tongue Ticklers 
Alliteration (repeating the same 
sound) is a fun way to play with 
speech sounds! 

o M: Miss Mouse makes mar-
velous meatballs! 

o S: Silly Sally sings songs 
about snakes and snails. 

o F: Freddy finds fireflies with 
a flashlight! 
 
4.  Jump, Skip, or Hop for 
Sounds Say a word like dog and 
help your child break it into 
sounds: /d/ /o/ /g/. Then do three 
jumps, skips, or hopsðone for 
each sound! 
 

5.   Speak in ñSnail Talkò 
Stretch out a word slowly (like /
fffffllllaaaag/) and have your 
child guess what it is. Then let 
them try one for you! 
 
Phonemic awareness is one of the 
strongest foundations for reading suc-

cess. By playing with sounds and 
words in fun, simple ways each day, 

youôre giving your child the tools they 
need to become a confident and enthu-
siastic reader! 

 

Pictured far left: 
James Heithold and Miss Jadwin (PE) 
 

Pictured left: 
Poppy Kiser and Mrs. Kiser (KB) 
 
Pictured right: 
Mrs. Hubbs (1B) and Jordan Hubbs 

 
Pictured far right: 
Mrs. Piatt (4B) and Blayne Canaday 

 Phonemic Awareness:  
A Building Block for Reading Success 
By Mrs. Sara Heithold,, KA Teacher 

Thank you to our wonderful A+ Tutors!  
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The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade Lady 
Bobcats wrapped up an out-
standing season with a 10ï1 
record, capped off by bringing 
home 1st place in the Phelps 
County Tournament.   

The girls showcased teamwork, 
toughness, and steady improve-
ment all year, saving their     
best play for the tournament. 
Their strong defense, smart de-
cision-making, and unselfish of-
fense helped them rise above 
the competition. 

This group earned everything 
they accomplished.  ñThey 
worked hard, trusted each other, 
and played with heart.ò 

As the season closes, the    La-
dy Bobcats can take pride in a 

year defined by growth, resili-
ence, and championship-level 
play. With a strong foundation 
and   so much young talent, the 
future of the program looks in-
credibly bright.   

The middle school boys basket-
ball team capped off a strong 
season with a well-earned 3rd-
place finish in the R4 Tourna-
ment. Throughout the year,    
the team showed steady im-
provementðdeveloping better 
communication, tougher de-
fense, and greater confidence 
on the court. 

In the tournament, the boys de-
livered some of their best play of 
the season. They opened with 
high energy, executed their 
plays well, and battled through 
tough matchups. After narrowly 

missing the championship 
game, they responded with an 
impressive performance to se-
cure 3rd place. 

More important than the final 
result, the season highlighted 
growth, teamwork, and resili-
ence. Every player contributed, 
and the experience they gained 
sets a solid foundation for   fu-
ture success. 

Congratulations to the boys on a 
great year!  

Middle Basketball Finishes Season Strong  
By Miss Bella Jadwin, Coach  
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Lady Bobcats Finish 10ï1,    
Claim Phelps County Championship  

Middle School Boys Basketball 
Earns 3rd Place in R4 Tournament  
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