
Geography is a cornerstone 
of social studies. It puts 
history in context. Physical 
geography, the natural fea-
tures and processes of the 
planet, provides barriers 
and bridges for people as 
they migrate and subdue 
the land. A region's geogra-
phy affects the way a cul-
ture develops and how its 
people are governed. Mrs. 
Phillips’ fifth and sixth-
grade classes began the 
year with an in-depth study 
of the geography of their 
respective curricula. Fifth 
graders focused on the 
United States, while sixth 
graders studied the 
world.   In the age of more 
and more screen time in 
terms of digital learning and 
personal entertainment, 
students really enjoy a 
good, old-fashioned color, 

cut, and glue activity.   Stu-
dents received an oversized 
black-and-white line map. 
They completed tasks find-
ing and identifying political 
and natural features and 
indicating those on their 
maps. Students spent quite 
a bit of time learning how 
to use an atlas as well as 
exploring current infor-
mation from an online al-
manac. The huge world 
map covering our classroom 
wall became more than a 
decoration and continues to 
be used extensively when-
ever we encounter a new 
place, especially in our 
study of current events. 
Fifth grade explored U.S. 
time zones, and sixth grade 
explored the changing of 
dates and seasons. We 
were recently able to revisit 
some of these concepts as 

we examined New Year’s 
traditions around the world. 
Social studies is meant to 
increase students’ aware-
ness of their world, locally 
and globally, and their place 
in it.  Geography helps them 
understand that place!  
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Mark Your Calendar! 

 

AR Night February 12th 

3:45 to 4:45 pm 

 

PD Day -  No School 

February 16th  

 

Presidents Day - No School 

February 19th  

 

Spring Pictures 

March 6th  

 

MAP Testing 

April  22 -  May 10th  

 

Bobcat Bulletin 
Dent-Phelps R-III  School  

December Character Award Winners 

 



 

Members of the Bobcat  Chess Team 

earned second place (ONLY a one 

point difference between first and sec-

ond place) in the Willow Springs Chess 

Tournament. Dent Phelps competitors 

in the Middle School Division were 

Parker Long (tied for 3rd place individ-

ual), Dylan Good (7th place individu-

al), and Otto Parker and Alexander 

Johnston (tied for 10th place individu-

al).  Dent Phelps Elementary competi-

tor Rue Crocker earned a 4th place in-

dividual medal. 

The Bobcat Chess team is gearing up 

for the Dent Phelps Chess Tournament 

that will be held February 10th for all 

Dent Phelps Chess team members. 

 

 

 

We celebrated our BOBCAT ROBOT-

ICS TEAM! Way to represent Bobcat 

Country! We are so excited to see this 

program grow!!!  

 

 

 

Chess Team Brings Home Second Place 
 

Celebrating Robotics Club 
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We hope you all had a restful 
winter break, and that Santa 
was good to you this Christmas! 
  
 January marks the beginning of 
the second half of the school 
year! Whew! We’re halfway 
done! Getting back to school 
after winter break brings a time 
of renewed energy and excite-
ment as we begin a new year of 
learning and growth. The winter 
chill may be in the air, but 
warmth fills the hallways and 

classrooms. One of my favorite 
childhood memories is the tin-
gling heat on my cold cheeks as 
we all piled back into the school 
after racing around in the cold 
during winter recess. 
  
Although we cherished the lazy 
mornings and the relaxation of 
Christmas break, there’s a cer-
tain relief that comes with 
getting back into the swing of 
things. The routine and business 
that comes with school seems to 

ease the ache of cabin fever that 
starts to weigh heavy after the 
holidays are over. 
  

Remember that next month will 
bring Valentine’s Day and the 
annual PTO Carnations! Watch 
for the forms coming home at 
the beginning of February so 
you can send a Valentine’s Car-
nation to your favorite people 
at school.  

Happy January and Welcome Back to School 
By Mrs. Julia Fishbaugher, PTO Member 
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Title 
By Mrs. Rana Hudson, Archery Club Co Sponsor 

Dent-Phelps R-III implements a National 

Archery School Program, NASP, in the month 

of January during their P.E. time. We also 

offer an after-school Archery Club for 4th and 

5th, and for 6th -8th grades during the month 

of January. Archery can be very beneficial for 

children. It is a sport of concentration that can 

improve hand-eye coordination, mental acuity, 

strength, and endurance. It can also encourage 

self- reflection and discipline plus give stu-

dents a sense of accomplishment.  The disci-

pline derives from the need for consistency. 

They learn to understand that small changes 

when shooting an arrow can influence where 

the arrow lands on the target and problem 

solve what they are doing differently each 

time. For an archer to hit the bull’s eye con-

sistently he or she must have the same stance, 

draw, anchor, and aim. As a beginning archer 

this is something they must learn through 

practice with some trial and error, thus the 

problem solving. Practice builds upper body 

strength and increases hand flexibility, which  

builds the muscle memory they need to suc-

ceed, meaning archery takes commitment and 

time to learn, teaching them patience and how 

to focus.    

The Mission of NASP is to teach the interna-

tional-style target archery to students from 4th 

-12th grades. All students use a Genesis Bow 

with an adjustable draw weight of  10-20 lbs. 

The Genesis compound bow is used in compe-

tition from fourth all the way through high 

school. If students achieve a high enough 

score, they can continue to state or national 

competitions. Dent-Phelps R-III had ten stu-

dents last year who qualified for the State 

Competition in Branson, Missouri. It was a 

great experience for the archers, parents, and 

coaches. Here at Dent-Phelps R-III up to 

twenty students can shoot at a time. At the 

state level up to one hundred twenty students 

shoot on each flight. Over two thousand stu-

dents around Missouri competed at the state 

level last year. Scholarships are awarded to the 

top competitors at the state and national level. 
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This year in first grade started fast and 
furious like normal.  As a first grade 
teacher, I can always use a helping 
hand.  I have been blessed greatly this 
year with lots of help in the class-
room.  First, Allison Merritt from Salem 
High School chose Dent-Phelps to 
come back to fulfill her A+ tutoring 
requirements.  She has been in my 
room since August helping me com-
plete many tasks and helping students 
everyday.  Something super cool about 
Allison is she was in my first class when 
I started teaching first grade at Dent-
Phelps and now she is graduating this 
year and going to go to Missouri State 
University in Springfield, MO.  I am so 
proud of her and grateful for all her 
help this year.  She has done every-
thing from help students read books to 
make books for them to read in 
class.   She also made sure to make 
treat bags for each of the students for 
their parties this year. The students 
truly love having a role model that 
helps them. 
 
I have also had two  student assistants 
from the RTI program this year.  These 
students go to Salem High 
School.  They have a program they go 
to at Rolla Technical Center for stu-
dents that are thinking about going 
into teaching after high school.  The 

students that have rotated into my 
room are Kaylei Jackson a junior at 
Salem High School and Lily Akers also a 
junior.  They have also shown a love 
for students.  They have both helped 
with lots of activities in class.  Kaylei 
pictured above brought Christmas 
treat bags to my students this 
year.  She also has helped during lunch 
time making sure everyone has what 
they need.  Kaylei has been awesome  
 

with my class and now has moved on 
to help a second grade class.  When 
she left, Lily was able to come into first 
grade and help. She too graduated 
from Dent-Phelps a few years ago.  We 
are proud to have our students come 
back and help.   She has been able to 
visit a few times in first grade so far.  I 
can tell she will be a huge help to my 
class.  I  want to thank these hardwork-
ing students for coming out and help-
ing our classes at Dent-Phelps. 

 

 

 

Returning DPR3 Students help in First Grade 
By Mrs. Angel Hubbs 
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Above - Allison Merritt 
when she was in Mrs. 
Hubbs’ first grade class. 
Above right - Allison Mer-
ritt with Mrs. Hubbs cur-
rent  first grade class. 
Right - Kaylei Jackson 
with Mrs. Hubbs current 
first grade class. 
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Dent-Phelps R-3 School 

27870 Highway C 

Salem, MO  65560 

DENT-PHELPS R-I I I  SCHOOL 

27870 Highway C 

Salem, MO  65560 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editors:   

Phone: 573-729-4680 

Fax: 573-729-8644 

Email: admin@dentphelps.k12.mo.us 

 

We’re on the web! 
www.dentphelps.k12.mo.us 

"Value, Empower, and Educate 

Everyone, Everyday" 

 

We Want Your Input… 

We’d like to hear from you regarding our programs, schedules, year-

ly calendar, activities, etc.  We value your opinion and want to make 

the best decisions possible in meeting the needs of our staff, stu-

dents, and community. 

Please email your comments and/or suggestions to: 

admin@dentphelps.k12.mo.us  

If you don’t have access to a computer, feel free to drop us a note 

or give us a call. 

If you would like to be placed on our newsletter mailing list, please 

call the office at 729-4680. 

    The Administration 


