
Many of you may have 
heard already, but our 
principal, Mr. Melvin, will 
be leaving us at the end 
of this year.  
 
Mr. Melvin has taken an 
Elementary Principal po-
sition at the Norwood 
School District. Norwood 
is a K-12 district that is 
located much closer to 
Mr. Melvin’s home in 
West Plains. While we 
are all upset that he is 
leaving us as he has been 
a great addition to our 
school, we are happy for 
him. He will be able to go 
home every night to his 
family. We wish him the 
best of luck in his new 
job and hope he comes 

back to visit from time   
to time.  
 
For the 2023-2024 school 
year the School Board 
has hired Dr. Karla 
Tiefenthaler. Dr. Tiefen-
thaler is a resident of 
Dent County, and has 
been in education for 
thirteen years. She has 
multiple educational de-
grees including a Special-
ist in Administration and 
a Doctorate in English. 
Karla is coming to us 
from Salem R80 where 
she is teaching Freshmen 
English. Prior to working 
at R80, she was at North 
Wood R4 preforming 
multiple tasks, including 
teaching Communication 

Arts, Special Education, 
JAG and Administration.  
 

Let’s welcome Dr. Tiefen-

thaler to the Bobcat Fam-

ily in the Bobcat Way. It 

is always a Great Day to 

be a Bobcat!!!  
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Dent Phelps Rotary Club 
Teacher of the Year           

Sara Heithold 

——————–—————————————————-—————  

Dent Phelps Team receives Gold 
Recognition for PBIS implementation. 

 ————————————————- 

Congratulations to Mrs. Brown for 
being named our Rockstar Support 
Staff member of the month. Mrs. 
Brown wears many hats for us here 
at Dent-Phelps and is currently sub-
stituting in Special Education for us. 
She has a heart for kids, is very de-
pendable, and we are very thankful 
for the job that she does here           
at DPR3.  Thank you Mrs. Brown!  
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ing to me and my family. I feel 

proud of the success of our school 

the last two years. I want to say 

thank you for the support that you 

have given me and our school    

during my tenure. I wish nothing 

but the absolute best for Dent-

Phelps R-III!  

 

As always, it’s a great 

day to be a BOBCAT! 

Dear Bobcat Families, 
 
In the blink of an eye, we find our-
selves in May! It has been an in-
credible year of learning, growing, 
and supporting one another at 
Dent-Phelps R-III.  
 

It is bittersweet that I inform you 

that I have accepted a principal 

position closer to my hometown of 

West Plains, which will allow me to 

be home every night with my fami-

ly. This decision was difficult for me 

because I have grown to love our 

school, our students, our faculty 

and the Salem community. By serv-

ing here the last two years I have 

had the opportunity to become a 

better principal and a better man. 

In short, you all have been a bless-

All of the kids love PE.  Coach  

keeps them engaged by adding 

new games and exercises to his 

PE curriculum each year.   

Kindergarteners ask everyday if 

they have Coach Lindsey for 

specials.   

Also, as a peer teacher I know 

that I can always count on him 

for any help I might need.   

He has always been willing to 

put in his time to improve the 

school playgrounds.  I am 

thankful that he is a Bobcat.  

Keep on Rockin’ 

Coach Lindsey!  

Bittersweet Time  
By Mr. Denny Melvin, Principal 

Rockstar Teacher of the Month 
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Hey Bobcats! 

 

Happy spring from the PTO! 

 

This time of year is so very busy 
wrapping up the school year and 
gearing up for summer break. For 
our family, every summer goes by 
way too fast, so it’s time to plan 
some memory-making activities as 
a family before kids file back into 
classrooms all too soon. Whether 
it’s enjoying the Current River 
camping and floating, fishing at 
Montauk, hiking the trails around 

Shawnee Mac Lakes or making a 
day trip to Johnson Shut-Ins or Ele-
phant Rocks, this part of Missouri 
has so many beautiful places to 
experience as a family. Summer is 
a time for fun trips, but there is so 
much beauty to see right here in 
our back yard too!  

No matter what you find yourself 
doing this summer, just remember, 
we only get so many of these with 
our sweet kiddos. Let’s make the 
time count! 

 

The PTO would like to thank you 
for all of your support this year. 
We were able to raise enough 
money to provide shade sails on 
the lower playground and volley-
ball on the upper playground! 

 

Have a happy and safe summer! 

 

Anyone NEW to the district. 
August 15, 16 & 17 
9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Memory Making Summertime  
By Julia Fishbaugher, Dent Phelps PTO 
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As the school year comes to an 
end, we’ve watched the eighth 
graders grow into amazing young 
humans. They have made this year 
more memorable than I could’ve 
imagined. They have laughed, 
cried, and learned with one anoth-
er for so many years. The ending 
may be near, but the memories 
made here at Dent-Phelps will fol-
low them forever. Although saying 
goodbye is bittersweet, they are 
ready to move on, and  we wish 
them the very best as they pursue 
their high school career.  

 

Best Wishes to Our 8th Graders  
By Mrs Sarah Parker, ELA Teacher and 8th Grade Sponsor  
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Dent-Phelps R-3 School 

27870 Highway C 

Salem, MO  65560 

DENT-PHELPS R-I I I  SCHOOL 

27870 Highway C 

Salem, MO  65560 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editors:   

Phone: 573-729-4680 

Fax: 573-729-8644 

Email: admin@dentphelps.k12.mo.us 

 

We’re on the web! 
www.dentphelps.k12.mo.us 

"Value, Empower, and Educate 

Everyone, Everyday" 

 

We Want Your Input… 

We’d like to hear from you regarding our programs, schedules, year-

ly calendar, activities, etc.  We value your opinion and want to make 

the best decisions possible in meeting the needs of our staff, stu-

dents, and community. 

Please email your comments and/or suggestions to: 

admin@dentphelps.k12.mo.us  

If you don’t have access to a computer, feel free to drop us a note 

or give us a call. 

If you would like to be placed on our newsletter mailing list, please 

call the office at 729-4680. 

    The Administration 


