
We have been very busy 
at Dent-Phelps R-III since 
returning from our 
Christmas break. All of 
our students have hit the 
ground running getting 
back into the routine of 
school. Our third through 
eighth grade students 
are in the process of 
completing the Missouri 
Assessment Practice Test 
in ELA and Math. This 
test allows us to identify 
learning standards that 
we still need to cover 
and also look at material 
that we need to review. 
Different faculty teams 
have been working to 
revise and improve how 
we work with the chil-
dren at Dent-Phelps. Our 

data teams have been 
analyzing data from re-
cent iReady Diagnostic 
tests to better meet the 
needs of our learners. 
 
We have several extra-
curricular activities going 
on at this time. Archery 
season is upon us. Mrs. 
Hudson and Coach Lind-
sey have been doing an 
excellent job at prepar-
ing our archers for up-
coming competitions. 
Volleyball practice is un-
derway with games set 
to start in late February. 
Chess and Robotics are 
meeting one evening a 
week. At this time we are 
also working with the 
conservation department 

to set up a time for an-
other session of the 
Hunters Safety Course. 
This course will be during 
the school day and open 
to students ages 11 and 
up who have not already 
passed the course. When 
a date is finalized  we  
will pass that infor-
mation along.  
 
As always, if you have 

any questions or con-

cerns about your child’s 

education feel free to 

reach out to your stu-

dent’s  classroom  teach-

er or myself. Have a 

wonderful  winter  sea-

son. It’s  a  great  day  to  

be a BOBCAT! 
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Mark Your Calendar! 

President’s Day  

No School, Monday, February 20th 

**************************** 

2023-2024 School Year 
Preschool/Kindergarten Screenings 

 

Thursday, March 2nd  
and  

Friday, March 3rd 
8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Please call 573-729-4680                   
to schedule an appointment. 

 
Must provide Proof of Birth,  

Current Immunization Record and      
Proof of Residency. 

 

Preschool - Must be 4 years old                
by July 31, 2023. 

Kindergarten - Must be 5 years old          

by July 31, 2023. 

****************************************** 

Bobcat Bulletin 
Dent-Phelps R-III  School  

January Character Award Winners 

MOTIVATION 

 

A big congratulations to  Mr. Kirby 
for being selected as our Rockstar 
Support Staff Member for Decem-
ber. Kirby keeps our school look-
ing good and up and running. He 
is a jack of all trades and can fix 
just about anything. He has a 
passion for students and is a good 
role model for our kiddos. When 
you see him please tell him CON-
GRATULATIONS! Thank you for 
everything that you do Kirby!  



Preschool has been working really 
hard this year on many skills, as they 
prepare to be ready for Kindergarten! 
Some of these skills include shape, 
color, number, and letter recognition, 
as well as knowing the sounds that 
letters make. Children learn how to 
rote count, count objects using one-to
-one correspondence (each object is 
equal to one), name how many in a 
set, match numeral with quantity, and 
combine/separate and name how 
many. Preschoolers also need to 
strengthen the small muscles in their 
hands, which are needed for everyday 
activities such as buttoning, zipping, 
opening snack items, as well as in 
schoolwork such as writing, cutting, 
and coloring. Social Skills are very im-
portant to learn at this age, as they 
learn how to problem solve, get along 
and share with others, take turns, 
communicate their feelings and 
needs, and follow school rules and 
routines. There are so many skills that 
we work on in Preschool, but these 
are some of the main learning areas. 
Here are some ideas and activities to 
continue working on these skills at 
home:  
* Count out loud to 20 (or as high as 
they can go) to a pet, favorite stuffed 
animal, or various family members. 
Count while riding in the car, taking a 

bath, waiting at a restaurant, or in line 
at the store. 
*Make flash cards with construction 
paper or index cards. Write letters on 
the cards. Call out a letter name or 
letter sound. Have your child see how 
fast they can find and swat at the cor-
rect card with their hand or fly 
swatter. You can also do this activity 
with numbers or shapes! Make two of 
each card and play memory or a 
matching game! 
*Write with chalk on the sidewalk. Call 
out a letter or number. Have your child 
find and squirt the letter or number 
with water and make it disappear! Or 
see how fast they can race to what you 
call out! 
*Scissors: Start with snipping small 
pieces of paper. Index cards, construc-
tion paper, or paint sample cards from 
the store are great for beginning stag-
es of cutting. Put a small sticker, or 
draw a star on your child’s thumb fin-
gernail. Encourage them to keep that 
picture facing toward the sky, where 
they can see it at all times. This trick 
helps them remember how to hold 
their scissors correctly. Instruct them 
to open and close their scissors like an 
alligator mouth, chomping the paper! 
Create a scissors tub with yarn, ribbon, 
straws, paper scraps, or Play-Doh to 
snip. Once they have snipping down, 

move on to  cutting lines,  and     sim-
ple shapes.  
*Have children help prepare dinner! 
They can tear lettuce, break noodles, 
use plastic silverware to help cut 
strawberries or bananas. Have them 
count out how many scoops for each 
ingredient, and talk about which had 
more/less scoops. 
*Give your child lots of opportunities 
to scribble, draw, color, write, and 
paint. Have available different sizes 
and colors of paper, various writing 
tools, paint brushes, and paints. Use an 
easel or cardboard box for opportuni-
ties to draw on a vertical surface.  
*Write your child’s name on a piece of 
paper with yellow marker. Have them 
trace the lines in different colors to 
make a rainbow. Cut their name apart, 
and have them put the letters back in 
order like a puzzle. They can name 
each letter as they put it back togeth-
er.  
*Spend time reading together! Talk 
about the story, the characters, and 
any words that they may not know. 
*Make learning FUN! J Preschoolers 

learn best through hands on activities 

and play! Work in short intervals, their 

brains are not yet ready and developed 

to sit for long periods of time. If they 

aren’t interested, move on and try 

another time! 

Coaches Lindsey and Manthey accompanied Dent Phelps 

Bobcat 6th, 7th and 8th grade boys basketball players to a 

Salem Tigers high school basketball game recently.   

The Dent Phelps players, along with middle school players 

from all of Dent county , were recognized at the game. 

 

Preschool Skills 
By Mrs. Meagan Moravec, PK Teacher and PAT Coordinator 
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Hello everyone.  In first grade this year 
we are learning how to be book 
worms.  It has been a great start to 
first grade this year and I am excited to 
see how much we can learn this year.  
 
We wanted to share some of the activ-
ities we have been doing in first grade 
to make sure all our students are 
learning and becoming better readers.   
We thank all the parents and grand-
parents that have spent time to help 
read with their child, go over their 
spelling words or sight words for the 
week!  It is super important.  First 
graders pick up on things quickly but 
they need lots of practice to make it 

easier.  This is a list of things you can 
do at home to help your student.   
 

Make sure your student is reading 
books on their reading level.   

We are AR testing so, if you can 
read a book at home and they 
can test on it the next day at 
school.  

Sign them up for AR night.   This 
has been the first Monday of 
the month after school until 
4:30.  

Have students read their spelling 
words to you as well as write 
them.   Pay attention to the 
spelling pattern for the week.  

Such as, “short a” and “long 
a” words.  

Read the weekly story with them 
on Thursday evenings.  We 
send home books on Thurs-
days so they can read it be-
fore their quiz on Friday.   

First grade has access to kids a-
z.com.  The students know 
their login and it can be acces-
sible by computers, tablets or 
phones.  Students can find 
books on the website to read 
and take a small quiz over.  

             kidsa-z.com 

 

Middle School Archery 

Tournament  

Monday, January 23rd  

4:00 to 9:00 pm 

 

 

Elementary Archery 

Tournament  

Tuesday, January 24th 

4:00 to 7:00 pm 

First Grade Students are Book Worms 
By Mrs. Angel Hubbs, 1B Teacher 
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December Rock Star Teacher of the Month 

Mrs. Back teaches second grade 

with an eagerness meant for a sec-

ond grade teacher. She has created 

an amazing positive learning envi-

ronment for her students and pro-

vides a safe space for them to learn 

everyday. When you see her, you 

can tell she loves her job, is deter-

mined to be her best, and always 

puts her students first. Over the 

years, she has developed into a 

wonderful teacher and Dent-Phelps 

R-III is lucky to have her. When you 

see Mrs. Back, make  sure  to  tell  

her congratulations, awesome job, 

and to continue to ROCK ON!  

Above:  Robotics club members continue to work on plans and strategies. 
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How is it 2023 already?! To recap De-
cember, the PTO had such a great time 
helping the children of the school pick 
out gifts for their family members in 
the Christmas Shoppe!  Thank you so 
much to all for making this possible.  
We will definitely be bringing this back 
next year!   
 
As we have started off the new year, 
LOVE IS IN THE AIR!  Valentine’s Day is 
quickly approaching and PTO will be 
ordering carnations again for the kids 

to purchase and give to their friends.  
Keep a lookout for order forms in 
backpacks.  We are excited as we al-
ways love seeing the kid’s faces light 
up when giving.  Love is always mar-
keted around a significant other at this 
holiday, but love for your friends, fam-
ily and teachers is what your kids hold 
at the most importance.   
 

Thank you for your constant support!  
PTO loves to be able to pour back into 

our school and without that support, it 
would not be possible.   
 
“When we love, we always strive to 
become better than we are. When we 
strive to become better than we are, 
everything around us becomes better 
too.”-Paulo Coelho 
 
“All you need is love, but a little choco-
late now and then doesn’t hurt”-
Charles M. Schulz 

Former Dent Phelps students, now 

Salem Tiger basketball players re-

membered their  alma mater when 

they chose to come to Dent Phelps 

on a chilly morning in  January      

to  greet students and help       

where  needed. 

Thank you Bryson May, Karsen 

Barred and Kaiden DuBois for  

being a great example.  Also, thank 

you Coach Jared Patterson for al-

lowing them to come. 

PTO Christmas Shoppe a Success 
By Mrs. Jenna Deason, PTO member 
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December Canned Food Drive  

and Christmas Spirit Days 

Above:  
 Mrs. Hausner’s KB students pic-
tured with their “Can Tree..”  This 
class collected the most cans. 

Below:    
Mrs. Parson’s 5A students con-
tributed the most cans from the 
upper grade hallway.  

Above:   
Mrs. Crocker (3B), 
Ms. Wilmes (3A) and 
Miss Parks (4A)  rec-
reate “Home Alone.” 

Below:   
Elf (Nurse Ali-
cia) gives Mrs. 
Farrar (2A) a 
Christmas hug.  
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Dent-Phelps R-3 School 

27870 Highway C 

Salem, MO  65560 

DENT-PHELPS R-I I I  SCHOOL 

27870 Highway C 

Salem, MO  65560 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editors:   

Phone: 573-729-4680 

Fax: 573-729-8644 

Email: admin@dentphelps.k12.mo.us 

 

We’re on the web! 
www.dentphelps.k12.mo.us 

"Value, Empower, and Educate 

Everyone, Everyday" 

 

We Want Your Input… 

We’d like to hear from you regarding our programs, schedules, year-

ly calendar, activities, etc.  We value your opinion and want to make 

the best decisions possible in meeting the needs of our staff, stu-

dents, and community. 

Please email your comments and/or suggestions to: 

admin@dentphelps.k12.mo.us  

If you don’t have access to a computer, feel free to drop us a note 

or give us a call. 

If you would like to be placed on our newsletter mailing list, please 

call the office at 729-4680. 

    The Administration 


